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   Proposal 

From: ESCT, BA-Team 

To:  Dr. Bryan Beyer, Dean CAS 

Re.:  Transfer Credit for Language Learning 

Date: January 2015 
 
 

ESCT Korntal respectfully requests credit to be granted to students in the BA-

Program at Korntal according to the following guidelines: 
 

a) World Languages  
(e.g. English, Spanish, French, German, which are not a student’s mother 

tongue).  
Students may earn a maximum of 12 credit hours per language as is congruent 
with the program level goal of preparing students for cross-cultural life and 

ministry. 6 hours are applied to the General Education requirements (B1, B2) and 
6 hours to the electives (C1, C2).  
 

b) Ministry Languages 
Students may earn a maximum of 12 credit hours as part of their 
o Culture and Theology Major/General Studies Major for documented 

competency on level A1, A2 = 6 cr.hrs. 

o Electives for documented competency on level B1 and B2  = 6 cr.hrs. 

 

Rationale: 
Language is key to successful ministry and cross-cultural communication because: 

a) World languages like English, Spanish or French are often used as official 
languages by governments as well as cross-cultural teams on the field.  

b) The local language of the targeted people group is one of the most important keys 
not only for communication, but for getting an understanding and insight into the 
culture, their values and worldviews. 

With provision for extensive language studies within the program, we would like to 
encourage our students to invest richly into language studies for the sake of reaching 

the nations for Christ.  
 

Evaluation of Language Learning & Credit Allocation: 
a) Competency will be evaluated using results of standardized language tests. 

Credits will be awarded according to the Common European Framework of 
Reference for Languages (page 2). 

b) Where no such tests are available (tribal languages) the language competency will 
be evaluated by a linguistic expert using the same Framework 

 
Level A1 = 3 credits  Level A2 = 3 credits 
Level B1 = 3 credits   Level B2 = 3 credits 

Level C1 = 3 credits  Level C2 = 3 credits 
 

Reaching the competencies required for the various levels in a world language and 
tribal language is very challenging and we do not expect too many students to earn 
the theoretical maximum of 24 credit hours for two languages. 
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The Common European Framework of Reference for Languages:  
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/Linguistic/CADRE_EN.asp 
 

Language Learning & Teaching Assessment, abbreviated as CEFR,  

is a guideline used to describe achievements of learners of foreign languages across 

Europe and, increasingly, in other countries (for example, Colombia and the 
Philippines). It was put together by the Council of Europe as the main part of the 
project "Language Learning for European Citizenship" between 1989 and 1996. Its 

main aim is to provide a method of learning, teaching and assessing which applies to 
all languages in Europe. In November 2001 a European Union Council Resolution 

recommended using the CEFR to set up systems of validation of language ability. The 
six reference levels (see supporting document on CEFR) are becoming widely 

accepted as the European standard for grading an individual's language proficiency: 
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